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Joint EU-Russia statement on combatting terrorism 

  

1. Guided by our common goals and noting with satisfaction the new format of the regular 

meetings within the political dialogue on counter-terrorism under the auspices of the MFA 

of Russia and the European External Action Service, that allows, in particular, an exchange 

of views in this field, we agreed to further develop strategic partnership between the 

Russian Federation and the European Union, especially in combating and preventing 

terrorism, and to this end, in particular:  

- consider possibilities for further strengthening cooperation in response to crimes 

committed by terrorists and organised crime, including exploring prospects of signing 

cooperation agreements in the future, to ensure, inter alia, an information exchange 

between Russia and the EU in the sphere of combating terrorism in conformity with their 

respective internal legislation including data protection standards; 

- expand cooperation in exchanging best practices in counter-terrorism and training experts 

in counter-terrorism through joint seminars, training courses and other activities, the list of 

which will be adopted at consultations on combating terrorism within the Russia-EU 

political dialogue;  

- intensify our cooperation in the UN framework as well as other multilateral fora such as 

the G8, in particular G8 Rome/Lyon Group, and the Global Counter-Terrorism Forum 

(GCTF), OSCE, and the Council of Europe, as well as other international organizations 

actively involved in combating terrorism. 
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2. The Russian Federation and the European Union condemn as criminal any acts of 

terrorism as defined by article 2 of the UN Convention for the Suppression of the 

Financing of Terrorism (1999). Under no circumstances can such acts be justified, be it 

based on political, philosophical, ideological, racial, ethnic, religious or any other 

consideration. We declare that we are united in countering terrorism based on the rule of 

law and respect for human rights and believe that an effective response to this global threat 

will be achieved through coordinated actions of the international community under the 

auspices of the UN, based on the UN Charter, the UN Security Council resolutions, the UN 

Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy and relevant principles and norms of international law, 

in particular international human rights law, refugee law and international humanitarian 

law.  

3. We commit to ensuring that measures taken against terrorism, including by international 

bodies, fully respect human rights and rule of law principles, and that human rights laws 

are applied and implemented in counter-terrorism programmes and policies of national 

governments. We affirm that effective counterterrorism measures and the protection and 

promotion of human rights are not conflicting but complementary and mutually reinforcing 

goals.  

4. We state that, in spite of the success in addressing this challenge in recent years, 

terrorism remains one of the most serious and constantly evolving threats to global peace 

and security. In the context of the increasing speed of globalisation and the growing use of 

advanced technologies, terrorism develops rapidly, extends to new regions of the world, 

and the range of activities by its supporters expands.  

5. We act on the premise that the fight against terrorism is a long-term process, requiring 

from the international community a complex approach and united efforts for countering 

terrorists striving to impose their will on states, both at national, regional and global levels. 

We consider it important that the legal protection for individuals is ensured as international 

regulation on counter-terrorism intensifies.  

6. We note with concern the growing ties between global terrorism and cross-border 

organised crime. We call for joint efforts towards concrete and full implementation of the 

United Nations Convention against Organized Crime (UNTOC), signed in 2000, and the 

United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC), signed in 2003, as key 

multilateral tools to fight transnational organized crime.   

We are concerned by negative effects of the integration between drug syndicates and 

terrorist networks which creates a new challenge – the increased link between organised 

crime, drug trafficking and counter-terrorism. We call for joint efforts, with the 

coordinating role of the UN, above all, against global centres of heroin and cocaine 

production, as well as synthetic drugs, from which a part of revenues is used for financing 

terrorist activities.  

7. We intend to strengthen our cooperation countering terrorist financing activities, as well 

as legal cooperation, in particular in extradition and legal assistance on criminal cases, 

including identification, arrest, confiscation and return of property acquired through 

terrorist activities. To this end, we will promote cooperation between the competent 

agencies of the Russian Federation and EU including Eurojust and Europol.  
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We will further strengthen cooperation and interaction through Financial Action Task 

Force (FATF) as well as in the format of the Council of Europe Committee of Experts on 

the Evaluation of Anti-Money Laundering Measures and the Financing of Terrorism 

(MONEYVAL) in order to ensure greater efficiency of joint efforts in blocking channels 

for financing terrorism and countering money laundering. EU and Russia will encourage a 

stronger commitment at international level towards fully tracking financial flows 

originating from illicit trafficking, including off-shore jurisdictions. 

8. The European Union and the Russian Federation agree on further exchanges and 

developing cooperation concerning the prevention of terrorism, in particular on the 

radicalization and recruitment of terrorists, foreign fighters as well as on the protection of 

critical infrastructure in the energy field.  In this context we also consider it important to 

focus on the conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism. We express concern with the 

increasing threat of misuse of the internet by terrorists for spreading terrorist ideology and 

propaganda, and for recruiting and training new members and supporters among citizens of 

Russia and EU Member States. We welcome cooperation and initiatives to counter these 

threats. 

9. We note the importance of developing public-private partnership in combating and 

preventing terrorism, and contacts with all the components of the civil society, including 

media, religious groups, business community, cultural and educational institutions in order 

to prevent the spread of ideology of terrorism and violence.  

10. We stand together to assist and support victims of terrorism in all its forms and 

manifestations, according to our national laws and principles of international law. We 

underscore that victims of terrorism can contribute to the prevention of terrorism, including 

by serving as credible messengers against the ideology of violence espoused by terrorist 

groups. 

11. We declare our commitment to:  

- continue, individually and jointly, our international efforts to combat terrorism in all its 

forms and manifestations and to ensure and strengthen the widest possible global counter-

terrorism coalition,  

- bring to trial criminals, organisers and sponsors of terrorist attacks on the basis of the 

principle ‘aut dedere aut judicare’ (extradite or prosecute) and ensure that persons 

responsible for hiding, financing, and supporting them are punished in accordance with 

obligations under international law, 

- strengthen international cooperation in order to prevent, detect and suppress terrorist 

attacks, identify, search for, and extradite persons involved in terrorist activities, block 

channels for financing terrorism, including through full implementation of relevant 

international counter-terrorism conventions and UN Security Council resolutions, in 

particular UNSC Resolutions 1373 (2001) and 1624 (2005), and the UN Global Counter-

Terrorism Strategy.  

 


